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YOU GOTTA PAY THE 
RENT SOMEHOW 
Feeling miserable because your band just can’t seem to catch a lucky break, and 
you’re stuck in a dead-end job to make ends meet? Take comfort in the fact that 
few artists manage to make a living out of their music from the get-go. Nearly 
everyone combines being a musician with some other form of work. For some it’s  
a simple side job, other artists have a serious profession when they are not on 
stage. To prove our point, this is how Left of the Dial bands made a living while 
already booked for the festival.

 

3D GRAPHIC DESIGNER, ACCOUNTANT, BARISTA, BARTENDER, 
BOULDERING HALL EMPLOYEE, CAMERAMAN, CARETAKER, 
CARPENTER, CONCERT PROMOTOR, COOK, COSTUME DESIGNER, 
DATA ENTRY CLERK, DENTAL ASSISTANT, DISHWASHER, DIY EVENT 
ORGANISER, DOCUMENTARY PRODUCER, DRIVER, EDITOR, ESTATE 
AGENT, EVENTS WORKER, FLOOR MAINTENANCE (SCRUBBING 
FLOORS IN SCHOOLS), FLORIST, GARDENER, GRAPHIC DESIGNER, 
HOUSE PAINTER, ILLUSTRATOR, IRONWORKER, IT CONSULTANT, 
JOURNALIST, KITCHEN PORTER, MARKETING MANAGER, MEDIA 
ANALYST, MEDICAL DOCTOR, MUSEUM GUIDE, MUSIC TEACHER, 
NUTRITIONIST, OFFICE CLERK, PARTTIME WAREHOUSE WORKER, 
PAWN BROKER, PRODUCTION MANAGER, PROPERTY MANAGER, 
PUBLICITY ASSISTANT, RECEPTIONIST, RECORD DISTRIBUTOR, ROAD 
CREW, SMALL BUSINESS OWNER, SOCIAL WORKER, SOFTWARE 
ENGINEER, SOUND ENGINEER, TAXI DRIVER, TEACHER, TRANSLATOR, 
UNIVERSITY STUDENT, VIDEOGRAPHER, VISUAL ARTIST, WAITRESS, 
WEB DESIGNER, WELDER, WINDOW-DRESSER, WINE ADVISOR
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